THE SLATER CASE
be held in secret; that no one was to be present but the Com-
missioner and his clerk; that the witnesses, who could corne
or not as they liked, -were not to be examined upon oath; and it
was specially ordered that the inquiry "shouldin no way relate
to the conduct of the trial"! A more excellent means of finding
How-Not-To-Do-It could hardly have been devised by the
Circumlocution Office itself. Though Slater was not repre-
sented, the Sheriff gratefully acknowledged the "assistance"
he received from the Procurator-Fiscal and the Chief Constable
of Glasgow. These gentlemen being the officials responsible
for the original prosecution, it is not uncharitable to suppose
that their interests lay in sustaining the conviction. As Sir
Arthur wrote at the time to the Daily Mail: "The police are
as much on trial as Slater. If the methods of the police are not
to be investigated the inquiry is futile." He proved a true
prophet.
II
The spirit that so far successfully had troubled the official
waters was that of John Thomson Trench, sometime De-
tective-Lieutenant in the City of Glasgow Police Force. He
joined the Force as a constable in 1893, was from time to time
promoted, and in 1912 received his commission as Lieutenant
of Police. He also obtained the coveted distinction of King's
Medallist, in reward of his exemplary and meritorious services,
an honour for which he was recommended by his commanding
officer, the Chief Constable of Glasgow. In the course of
his twenty-one years' duty he deservedly enjoyed the con-
fidence of his superiors, the regard of his colleagues, and the
respect of the public j and he was generally held in high esteem
as a trustworthy, capable, and efficient officer. Yet despite this
fair and honourable record, he was in 1914 dismissed with
ignominy from the Force, his well-earned pension forfeited,
his career destroyed, and his reputation ruined, 'And all
because he tried to rescue from prison a man whom he believed
to have been wrongfully convicted. Verily? in his case virtue
was its own reward.
Mr. Trench was from the first convinced that the police
were on the wrong track in endeavouring to fix upon $late%
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